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AFFN Agreement with MasterCard Expands Debit Card Acceptance and ATM Access for U.S. Military Personnel Worldwide
November 16, 2004 – The Armed Forces Financial Network (AFFN) and MasterCard International today announced a network alliance giving AFFN-branded cards access to Maestro® merchant and Cirrus® ATM terminals worldwide.  AFFN cardholders will now have access to the world’s largest global online debit network connecting to more than 7 million merchants and 935,000 ATM locations.  

AFFN is an electronic funds transfer network that supports chartered military banks and defense credit unions providing financial services to United States Armed Forces and civilian personnel on and around military installations worldwide.  AFFN currently serves more than 335 financial institutions and 89 million cardholders.  
“Our agreement with MasterCard increases AFFN’s merchant and ATM acceptance footprint when our troops need it most,” said Larry Borden, executive vice president, Armed Forces Financial Network.  “We are excited to partner with MasterCard to address quality of life initiatives for our troops.  Our member financial institutions can now deliver an even higher level of service and ensure that soldiers deployed at a moment’s notice will always have their personal funds close at hand.”  
“We are honored to support AFFN’s mission and help its members ensure the financial readiness of our deployed troops,” said Richard G. Lyons, Jr., senior vice president, Deposit Access Group, North America, MasterCard International. “Maestro’s global acceptance is perfectly suited to the needs of our armed forces personnel and civilian support staff stationed around the world.”
AFFN will utilize MasterCard International’s global end-to-end debit transaction processing service, MasterCard Complete Debit Processing, for routing Maestro and Cirrus transactions to its switch provider.  AFFN qualified bank identification numbers (BINs) will be added to Maestro/Cirrus BIN tables, and merchants will be instructed to treat AFFN as synonymous with Maestro acceptance globally.  The agreement does not require production of new card stock or include new branding or membership standards.  Effective first quarter of 2005, cards carrying the AFFN-brand mark will be accepted for purchases and/or cash withdrawals at Maestro merchant and Maestro/Cirrus ATM locations.  
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About AFFN
AFFN is an Electronic Funds Transfer Network founded in 1985, serving over 335 defense credit unions and military banks, 89 million cardholders, at over 102,000 ATMs and over 1 million merchant/retail locations globally. To learn more about AFFN, please visit www.AFFN.org  
About MasterCard International 

MasterCard International is a leading global payments solutions company that provides a broad variety of innovative services in support of our global members' credit, deposit access, electronic cash, business-to-business and related payment programs. MasterCard International manages a family of well-known, widely accepted payment cards brands including MasterCard®, Maestro® and Cirrus® and serves financial institutions, consumers and businesses in over 210 countries and territories. The MasterCard award-winning Priceless® advertising campaign is now seen in 97 countries and in 47 languages, giving the MasterCard brand a truly global reach and scope. For more information go to www.mastercardinternational.com
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