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Fisher House receives early Christmas gifts
By gerri.young@deca.mil

Kaiserslautern, Germany: Kathy Gregory, Fisher House manager, Landstuhl, Germany, receives $3,000 worth of Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) Gift Certifichecks from David Weber, (left) president, Armed Forces Financial Network (AFFN) in ceremonies at the Fisher House on Nov. 20. Two Landstuhl Fisher houses, located adjacent to the Landstuhl Army Medical Center, provide temporary housing to patients and their families during sickness or treatment following combat injuries.  They operate almost entirely on donated funds. The donation was made on behalf of the Association of Military Banks of America (AMBA) and members of the Defense Credit Union Council, Inc., (DCUC). Another $3,000 was presented by AFFN and the Service Credit Union represented by Roland Arteaga, (right) president and chief executive officer DCUC. On hand for the occasion is Michael Dowling, director, DeCA Europe.  AFFN provides the U.S. military community with ready access to their funds through ATM and point of sale terminals located at or near U.S. military bases worldwide. DCUC is the umbrella organization representing credit unions operated for members of the Department of Defense. AMBA represents banks serving the American military. The Fisher House™ program is a unique private-public partnership supporting America's military in their time of need.  DeCA operates commissaries on American military installations worldwide in support of American military members.
(Photo by Gerri Young)

The Defense Commissary Agency operates a worldwide chain of commissaries providing groceries to military personnel, retirees and their families in a safe and secure shopping environment. Authorized patrons purchase items at cost plus a 5-percent surcharge, which covers the costs of building new commissaries and modernizing existing ones. Shoppers save an average of more than 30 percent on their purchases compared to commercial prices – savings worth about $2,700 annually for a family of four. A core military family support element, and a valued part of military pay and benefits, commissaries contribute to family readiness, enhance the quality of life for America’s military and their families, and help recruit and retain the best and brightest men and women to serve their country.

