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Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union Receives Grant to Help Give a “H.U.G.” to Soldiers
Fayetteville, NC – Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union (FBFCU) has been awarded a $1,500 grant from the Armed Forces Financial Network (AFFN) to assist with their H.U.G. (Honor U with a Gift) campaign.

Over the past 3 months, FBFCU employees have been working on their H.U.G. (Honor U with a Gift) campaign, selling $10 Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) gift cards to members to send to troops deployed. FBFCU got an extra boost when AFFN awarded them with a $1,500 grant to go towards more gift cards.
“We wanted to somehow give back to the troops by showing our thanks, so the staff really got behind this campaign,” FBFCU President and CEO David Elliott said. “This grant from AFFN is extra special, because it will provide150 more Fort Bragg soldiers with a little “H.U.G.” from home.”
The AFFN grant, which Fort Bragg FCU applied for in June, would match any credit union’s donation for a worthwhile purpose up to $1,500. In early July, FBFCU received word of winning the grant along with a congratulatory letter from President and CEO of AFFN, David Weber.

“Credit Unions can make a noticeable difference by supporting the needs of soldiers and their families,” Weber said. “Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union has worked hard to help provide some comforts to deployed soldiers through the gift cards. AFFN is pleased to be able to provide this grant to help even more soldiers.”
Each of FBFCU’s three branches held competitions, bake sales, and cookouts to raise awareness and money for the H.U.G. campaign. The volunteer Credit Union Board of Directors “kicked” off the campaign by pledging $5,000 towards gift cards.  AAFES also provided a discount so that the funds raised would go further and more cards could be purchased.

“We realize that a $10 Gift Card won’t go far, but our members, staff, and volunteers wanted to do something to show our appreciation,” FBFCU Marketing Director Karen Strickland said. “Hopefully the gift cards will be a reminder to them that we are keeping them in our thoughts and prayers as they fight for our country.”
With the grant, FBFCU was able to raise more than $16,000 to purchase more than 1,775 AAFES gift cards. Fort Bragg FCU has been working with the Fort Bragg Command to get the cards to Fort Bragg soldiers fighting in Iraq, Kuwait and Afghanistan. So far, more than 825 of the gift cards have been sent to troops stationed overseas. 
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