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For Immediate Release

December 8th, 2005

The Armed Forces Financial Network (AFFN), in partnership with First Citizens Bank and 
Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union presented a donation in the amount of $1,000 to the Fisher House at Womack Army Medical Center, Fort Bragg, North Carolina.       

Ed Thomas, Senior Market Executive, First Citizens Bank, and Karen Strickland, Director of Marketing for Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union, presented the donation to Paula Gallero, Womack Army Medical Center Fisher House Manager, who accepted the gift checks.  

The check recipients are military families who are staying at the Fisher House during this holiday season.  The gift checks are redeemable at any Department of Defense Commissary and are for assistance with holiday meal expenditures.   

AFFN banks and credit unions have partnered together with AFFN, granting nearly $300,000 to ‘military focused’ organizations serving our global military and defense communities over the past two years.   It is through their generosity that troops and their families are receiving direct benefits during such a critical time in our nation’s military history.  “AFFN is proud to be in partnership with our AMBA banks and DCUC Credit Unions, such as First Citizens Bank and Fort Bragg FCU, in this giving campaign,” said David Weber, AFFN President/CEO.  He added, “Fort Bragg FCU and First Citizens Bank, the two on-base financial institutions at Fort Bragg, have historically cooperated in community outreach programs in support of the troops and their families.  We salute their spirit of cooperation and generosity!”   
The AFFN military community support program, which includes the 2005 AFFN matching grant effort, has provided direct support to our troops and their families.  This support includes such services as care and comfort, communication, entertainment, financial literacy education, and family and children programs.   

-more-

About AFFN 

AFFN is an Electronic Funds Transfer Network founded in 1985, serving over 337 defense credit unions and military banks, 92 million cardholders, at over 181,000 ATMs and over 1.2 million merchant/retail locations globally.   To learn more about AFFN, please visit www.AFFN.org .

About First Citizens Bank

Founded in 1898, First Citizens operates 38 branches in 200 cities and towns in North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia.  Headquartered in Raleigh, the bank has $13.3 billion in assets.  First Citizens Bank is committed to providing superior financial services to individual customers and small to mid-sized businesses.  For more information about First Citizens Bank, visit www.firstcitizens.com .  
About Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union  
With $45.00 and a mission to serve military members and their families, nine individuals officially formed Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union on April 18, 1960. Today, Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union’s mission remains the same. Currently with three branches and two more underway in construction in Fort Bragg and Fayetteville, Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union is committed to putting money back into the hands of its members through lower loan rates and higher dividend rates on savings. For more information about Fort Bragg Federal Credit Union and its services, visit www.fortbraggfcu.org .
About Fisher House

The Fisher House program is a unique private-public partnership that supports America's military in their time of need. The program recognizes the special sacrifices of our men and women in uniform and the hardships of military service by meeting a humanitarian need beyond that normally provided by the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs. Because members of the military and their families are stationed worldwide and must often travel great distances for specialized medical care, Fisher House Foundation donates "comfort homes," built on the grounds of major military and VA medical centers. These homes enable family members to be close to a loved one at the most stressful of times - during the hospitalization for an unexpected illness, disease, or injury.  To learn more about Fisher House, please visit www.fisherhouse.org
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